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The Slecping Semtinel.

BY FRANCIS DE HAES JANVYIER-

bhe incidents woven into the following heautiful
es relate to William Scott, & young soldier from
State, who, while on duty ns a s utimel at‘mght: as
readers will remember, fell ssleep, 804 having
copdemned to die; was puj.,iuucll by the Presis

Thev form & brief record of his life at home and
e ﬁ.e'm: and of his glorious death in defence of the

b1l
s Boem was frst read on Mounday, January 18k

at - be Alr dames E. Murdoch, the celebrated slotu-
PORE . . soloct cirtle at the Executive Mansion, in
esomoe of tho President and Mrs. Lincuin. The
hgoments for this reading were ma.e, we unders
d, by our distinguished Senator Foot, Un the eve-
of the same day AMr. Murdoch read it in the Sen-
Chamber of the United States, which was specially
ropristed for the purpose ; aud it nas since been
i in other cities. Every Vermonter will read them
jEh special interest 1)

—

was in the sultry summer-time, &8 Was's red records
show, e 1

1eu patriot arnnies rose to meet a fratricidal foe—

ben lom the North, and East, smd West, ke the

uplheaving sae,

rept ferth Columbia’s sons, to

¥ Ireq.

make our couniry tra-

Adisma! walls, whero shadows veiled

Lo
;, on & heap of straw, a youthful soldier lay :
.en, bopeless, and forioku, Wita SLort Rnd 18«
hieath,
yut the apg

pointsd hour to dis s culpnt's

hut & few brief weeks

p rostbed &t will, and freals

frew his pative mountain

nere spurkling streams leap mossy rocks, from many
a wuouland funs,

| Waving eims, and
Verwont |

slopes, give heauty to

BIRS)

here, dwalling in an humble cot, a tiller of the sail,

| To-day, nearly two-thirds of the land in the
| County is improved—then, over the mountuins
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RUTLAND, VT,

THURSDAY MORNING, MARCH 5, 1868.

Rutland Coninyi and its Invaslion
: i n

Read by Henry Hall. Esg., before the Vermont
Historical Socie.y at Middlebury, Februar

18, 1863.

If we could, by waiving a magician’s wand,
call up before us in panoramic view, the te ri-
tory now constituting Ruiland county as it ex-
isted 85 or 86 years ago, wherein weuld the
tableau differ from that presented to-day 7—

and the higher uplands swept the primeval for-
est in its matchless beauty, untorn by the tor-

| nado and almost untouched by the woodman’s

hefors, untreubled with a |

| & few forest roads, abounding in stumps and

| deer’s horn in every house; or that the outside

skins of wild animals. The setting out or
| even the trossean of Mrs. Tom Thumb would

| furnish such a township or conoty in household

| settled in this wiiderness-—they would reply
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stood !

} Two threatening armies ! One invoked by injured Lib-

 ery—

Which bure abova its patriot ranks the Symhol of the |
Free ; )

And one, a rebel horde, bansath flaunti ¢ of
-..-ﬂlll'F' el Lorde, beneath a flaunting flng of

A tragment, torn by traitorous hands, from Freedom’s
Stripes and Stars !

4 sudden burit of smokas and f
deriug gun,

Proclaimed, siong the cchoing
hegun )

me, from many s thune

hills; the conflict hsd

While shot and shell, athwart the stream with
fury sped
To struw ‘among the living lines, the dying and the

dead !

flandish

Thien, louder than the roaricg storm, pealed forth the
_ Styrm command, -

“Charge | soldiexs, charge ! and, at the wurd with

- shouts, a rearicss band, -

I'wo hundred heroes from Vermont, rushed omward,
through the flood,

Aund upward, o'er the 1ising ground, they marked their
wuy in blood ! -

The :sm.tt:-n foe before them fled, in terror, from his
- Yoat—
While, unsustained, two hundred stood, to buattle with
a host !
Then, turning, as the rallying ranks, with murderous
fire, replied,
They bore the falen o’er th
purple tide ! '
The fallen ! And the first who fell in {hst unequal
strife,
Was he whom Mercy tped to save when Justics claim-
ed his |ife—
Ale pardoned soldier!
i@: . raged around—
g She ytj ltlle-hlm:l ebbed away through every gap-
hile yet his voice grew tremnlous” gy °
; ‘ﬂled his eya— e
¢ called his ¢ s to atte e hn \
Ded, comrades to attest, he had not fear:

¢ fleld, and through the

And, while yet the conflict

~ was sent—
God, !!'itht His unfailicg gruce,
President |

would b St
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BY D. T. TAVLOR. &t
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th which we tread her
th thorns thick and ﬁn,mlo"
beantiful lowers we may cull &, > oo .
 feet should grow bleeding amd ,,:*:° z
that the storms which arise
howl in our night time of &
pded by calm when the ¢le
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| that at first their means were scanty, their toils

in his last expiring breath, a prayer to h. ﬂﬁ)

axe, while along the rich alluvial intervals up-
on the larger rivers and creeks, cculd be seen
numerous clearings dotted over with log hous-
es, and occasionally a plank or frame house,
shrewdly located upon gentle eminences to
avoid the terrific freshets of the Spring, when
the deep saow, melted with the warm rains,
filled the streams, overflowed the meadowsand |
swepl away werything moveable in its ]_lzl.ﬂl. |
Iustead of railread cars, whirling thousands of |
passengers and myriad tons of freight along |
its valleys and over ts hills,there could be traced |

mud, ill adapted to the use even of the pedes-
trian, equestrian or slow moving ox, while |
wheeled vehicles were almost unserviceable.— |
If you were to enter one of the houses |
you would behold no elegant suite of apart-

ments, no frescoed walls, or stucco
work possibly vou might see, — but |
not aways,—that the inside of the logs |
hiad heen hewed, the crevices stop- I

ped with bits of board, straw and mortar; the ‘
house sometinmes contained more than one room;
over head was a moderate sized attic, reached
by holes left ér cut in the logs, or a rudely con-
structed ladder; the fire-place, with a stone
bottom aud back, had no jambs, and the chim-
ney, from the ceiling up, was made of slats of
wood, besmeared inside with moriar tempered

vith straw : the roof was of bark, thatch,
Jabs or boards : the windows, few and small,
were of oiled paper, and linen, 1singlass

rlacs
& LD,

|

parchment, and in rare instances of real

6x8 or Tx9, while some had only sliding
hoards ; the doors of plank had wooden latch-
o=, drawn . a string alwavs © : cept
Far Bl foes « the fAoor. perhan: ;
for publiir joes ; the Hoor. peria rin,
if of boards, contained a sma

over the meat barrel and perh:

latter for better
11 1 1 .

erally haried in the earth, a few roa

althourh the

honge : in the rear of the house was a small
-'J.-'.:_u-.il'r- »-'lj logs, high and firmly roofed, in
which, at !;,f_f}.]. were perhaps hall a dozen
sheep or a few swine, safe [rom the bears and
wolves that swarmed !I:!'u:i_;i: the woods, 1n

Hihi'\'.‘l !'.i"i'l’li.ll 'l' .i]!“"li:'-i'_\
the furniture, vou will find no polished marble
i P 1 1.

numbers to us

or marbleized slate; no damask. e, or
brocatelle : no wilton, brussels, three-ply, in-
orain or even rag carpefing ; no r wood or
mahogony : noe hair cloth; wo piano, or pier
orlass « no pas fixtures or candelabras, no glass

gy
lamps, with kerosene, fluid or even whale oil.

That table of boards, resting on sticks, hss no
leat : “the Otter Créek bedzatead ™ is made of |
two poles driven into the logs, resting on two |
I aniel _-{r':.-lui-“f] together with slippery ;
or uther barkor slats,and the bed-uck 1= hills
with deer-hair or hen feathers; there 18 i
len shovel and a pokér, but no tongs: these
no Stewart’s l‘H"L{Ii'.'__’,-.".IT'\'r.'. or siung-reom l
stove of 1ron or scap-stone, for wood or mne- L
ral coal ; no furnace to got out of order, or
burn their State House, but the horse often
draws into the house the fore lnﬂ and the back
loer . the seats are not of costly woods, bt of
native blocks, boards laid on sticks. und some

times kitchen chairs ; the milk is kept chietly in

wooden dishes. covered with eloth to
dirt from old bark ; pans, plates, platters and
bowls, generally of wood; earthen ware, pew-
ter ware and crockery partially introduced ;
knives abound, forks rare ; if iron candle-sticks
are wanting, the huge blazing fire, and the
knots light their short evenings;
are built twe or three rods from the house, of
stone, raised on sticks and roofed over with

Keep ont
r;]:;,r.- avens

bark or beards, to keep off vain;
forget to notice the gun and eguipments, or the

yvou will not

of the building is plastere «with the drv.ng

furnitura, and none of 11s eitizens would be lia-
ble to pay Uncle Sammel any tax for silver
plate, under the ypresent excise law

If you were 10 address some of the citizens
antl ask them how they had fared since they

great, their crops uncertain and only available
after much hardship, for having no mills
they were obliged to go 10 Ti, Skeenesboro,
Bermiogton or No. 4 for their meal anl flonr,
sa't and won, often carrying them the whole
distance on their backs, for all had not horses
or oxen—that when the roads permitted they
took two staddles for thills and runners, and
fastening them together midway with sticks,
they lashed thereon their bags of provisions
and barrels of rum ; that soon they had saw
mills and grist mills in almost every town on
Otter Creck, and on Castleton and Poultney
rivers ; that although much annoyed hw the
Yorkers, especially in Clarendon, yet with a
merry langh of triumph, they would tell you
of the benefizial effects of beach sealing ; that
as yet they bad suffered but little from the
war with Great Britain ; and if they had no
court house. jail ot sheriff in the County, for
having declared themselves free from -every
other government, and having, as yet, formed
none of their own, they were witnont political
organization, exeept that of the towns and the
public commitiees, and bhaving very little
law but such as they administered among
hemselves, from their own sense of justice
very much cultivated by the controversies and
vecessities of the times, they had yet, foar
years before, erected a log meeting house at
Center Rutland, formed there the tenth Con-
gregational Chureh in the State, and the sec-

ond one west of the mountains, consisting of
: " West Rutland,
tsford

¥ a college-educated pastor ; that if they

prussic acid, ate no opium, scarcely used any
tea, coffee or gentlemanly and beastly tobacco;
that if they rarely saw silk or cotton, they
raised wool and flax, had abundance of deer
skins, coon skins, bear skins, squirrel skins and
sometimes moose skins, and could manufacture
their own garments ; that although they were
so far from market and had so little trade, they
possessed few foreign luxuries, yet they could
raise all grainsand vegetables, make abund-
ance of maple sugar, fatten the choicest beef,
mutton and pork, while the most delicious
trout, the rarest venison and other wild game
were the rewards of their leisure hours ;
that if t.h‘;?{ad no dentists, false teeth or gold
filling, they had the natural #vory, with which
they might rival Ethan Allen in biting the

. iy was represented as follows, viz:  Pollet by

had no temperance societies, they drank no' ley, Esg., Wells

catch « trout, shoot a deer, or
deftly row the bonny boat; and if their hus-
bands or brothers were obliged to leave home
to garrison a fort, repel an attack, defend the
frontier, or on business, they could take proper
care of the stock and of the field crops, or
could bar the doors and windows, and fearless-
ly and skillfuily baudle the musket against
| rowling beasts r murderous Indians.

The ysar 1777 is memorable in the history
of Vermont, as the year wherein it declared
itself’ free and independent, its first Constitu-
tion was formed, the first and last battle was
fought within its limits, with aisastrous resuits,
and another and a greater was fo’t upon its bor-
ders with results whereat the American eye
glistens with satisfaction. To this County the
year is memorable, not only for the battle, but
because, for weeks the Briton ana the German
posted at Castleton beld iusoleut sway over
all its borders, domineering so ruthlessly over

or ride a horse,

. the peaceful, that most of the spirited and

patriotic fled, thereby enduering much pecuani-
ary loss and much personal suffering, priva-
tion and hardship for themselves an. families. |

Pawlet claims to be the first settled town in
the County—pity none of her citizens have life
enough tv give us ber history.

Danby and Clarendon were settled before |
1768 ; Rutland, Castleton, Piusford, Tin-
mouth, Wallingford and Welis, as early as
1770, or earlier, were busy building log huts
and planning about mills ; Brandoun and Hub-
bardton contained each a few families as early
as 1774 or 1775,

Piutsford, as early as Feliroary 15, 1771,
deplores the loss of her “former records by
fire,” and on the third of September, 1771,
votes to “give Samuel Crippen fifty acres of
lsind, upon his getting a good miil to grind by
the first of December [then] next.”

Uol. John Henry Liydius, of Albany—son of
an English missionary to the Mohawks—hav-
ing, on the first of February, 1732, obtained a
formal deed from the Great Sachems of that
tribe, of a tract of land extending up Otter
Creek. sixty miles in length, and twenty-four
miles \n breadth, and having his title confirm-
ed August 31, 1744, vy Gov. Shirley ,of Mass-
achuseits, acting under special authority from
George I1., about 1761 begios to grant deeds
of the premises to citizens of New York, Con-
ticnt, Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
New Hampshire and New York claiming the
sa) e territory, their respective Governors issue
ch arters and patents thereof, with a rivalry
th at gave to the latter large flnancial profits,
an d to the settlers strife and collision, loss of
pr opercy and personal distress. The New
H ampshire charters cost only about $100, and
w ere generally purchased and located first ;—
thie New York charters cost about $2300,
with 2¢ 6d sterling, annhual rent for each 100
acres.and were it!lt-tl'l}\rlﬂtl to be entorced h}' the
Sheriff, with posse comitatus ; the firstsectlers,
therefore, must either buy ofl’ at ruinous rates.
They geverally chose the latter —
('larendon, chartered by New York, under the
name of Durham, was mainly settled, at first,
by Rhode Islanders, under deeds from Lydius,
bt thev scon bought also confirmation deeds
from the Yorkers. Charles Button, of Claren-
«don, writes James¥Duane.in the Fall of 1773,
] families claimed under New

1€

Si5L.

at thirtv-five

York : and so violent had the Yorkers be-
come.that during that same Fall, Echan Allen,
Seth Warner, Remember Baker and Robert

Cockrs with about one hundred armed men,
visit the town for the second time in force, ana
adminter summary justice 1o Benjamin Spen-
the Durhamites fled and New
Hawmpshire grant-order reigned in  Clarendon.
L 'he New Hampshire Grant Town, Rutland,
marly corresponding with the New York town
of Socialborough, and the Lydins town of Fair-
l decided in its adhesion 1o the
Gy een Monntain Boys, as Clarendon was to the
Youkers. Three of its ecitizens, viz., John
Sm.ith.Sylvanus Brown and Peleg Sunderland,
wen: honored by the New York Legislature,
with special anathemas, with ontlawry, and
£50 each offered for tneir heads. —The first
Anglo-Saxon whose “manpifest destiny” it
10 be born 1 Clarendon, was Durham
Sprague, born June 9, 1769 ; in Rutland,
Willimm Powers, born Sept. 23, 1770 ; in
Pittsfor-d. Alfred Buck, born March 28. 1771 ;

cer amd others 3

Hetd, was as

was

in Castleton, Israel Buel, born in 1771, and in
Hubbardion, klizabeth Hickok, born Aug. 1,
1774. .

In tha Fall of 1773, Rev. Benajah Roots

writes theve are thirtv-five families in Rutland.
In June, 1774, two Rhode Islanders, John
Anthony and Jopathan Ous, visiting Rutland,
report tilty or seventy families in the town,aud
two churches, with pastors—one Congregation-
al and one Bapust,

By the Constitution of 1777, each town with
over “eighty taxable inhabitants” was entitled
to send two vepresentatives to the Legisla-
ture, and in 1778 Rutland sends two repre-
sentatives ; whenee we infer that the pepula-
tion was then at lea=t 500.

The State ( ommittes petitioning Congress
in Jamary, 1777, for recognition and admis-
sion, say the State can muster more than 5000
hardy soldiers to defend American liberty ;—
whenes we infer the population of the State
then to have been about 30,000, or one-third
of its number in 1790,

In 1790, Rutland County had over 15000 in-
habitants ;—may we not infer that in 1777
she had a third or a quarter of that number ?

In the Convention at Dorset, September,
1776, this County was represented as follows,
to wit: Pawlat by Capt. Wm. Fitch and Maj.
Roger Rose, Weils by Zaccheus Mallery and
Og en Mallery, Ponltney by Messrs. Nehemiah
How and Wm Ward, Castleton by Capt. Jos.
Woodward, Neshobe by Capt. Tunothy Dar-
ker and Mr. Thomas T'uttle, Rutland by Capt.
Joseph Bowker and .Col. James Mead, Wal-
lingford by Mr. Abrabam Ives, Tinmouth by
Capt. Eben. Allen and Maj Thomas Rice, and
Danby by Capt. Micah Vail and Mr. William
Gage.

In the Convention at Westminster, January,
1777, where the State was declared indepen-
dent, this County was represented as follows,
viz: Castleton by Capt. John Hall, Rutland
by Capt. Joseph Bowker and Capt. Heman
Allen. :

fi the Legislature,October,1778, this Coun-

| getting tuo cold to do ma® till next year,—

L Rutland, west of Otter Uree

Mr. Gideon Adaws, Danby by Thomas Row-
by Mr. Ithamer Hibbert,
Poultney by Wm. “?;.rd, Esq., Clarendon by
Lieut. Abner Lewis, Wallingford byMr.Abra-
Lam Jackson, Ratland by Capt. ZebulonMead
‘;d Lieut. Roswell Post, Castleton by Jesse
bo[knap, Esq., Pittsford by Jonathan Fassett,
K., and Neshobe by Capt. Josiah Powers.
“'he Burgoyne map exhibits a Fort in Pitts-
fore West of Otter Creek, due Kast of the

batta-ground.

Siﬂﬂli)r mentions passing a “picketed Fort”
in Raland. .

As o the towns lying East of those en Otter
Creek, we know of no attempt to settle any of
them, ~xcept Sherburne,chartered by the name
of Kilington. Benjamin Ellery, a merchant
rport, R. I., procured the charter in
d some of his fellow townsmen, in-

¢ Rutland Mountain,” pagtly in Claren-
gg:} . Mcl:unt Pisgah,” in the South line of

illington, &¢.

K']LII'heg't ra’port that © Killington beng som:e
miles Eastward from Walker, is well clear of
Lydins,” that once they wer *“‘ona lurge
mountain, where we saw all the inhabitants of
Otter Creek,” that “full twd thirds of the
town is good for settlement. and very good for
grass, better for sheep than the interval upon
the Creek,” that being “on the height of the l
land,” the streams run East ¢ the ¢ Grest
River,” (Connecticut,) and West into Otter
Creek. :

Srevens reports that he sawno lake or pond
or rattlesnake, and no game except one fox,
but saw the tracks of bears, deer and moose,
and five © beaver meadows.’ On the 5th of
Neptember the Newport Committeg write (o
Walker, offering 100 acres in each of forty
shares as a free gift to actua! stlers, hinting
proposals for a grist-mill impediately and a
saw.mill afierwards. On the [Oth of Novem-
ber Walker replies that * haing recently re-
ceives their letter, without @8 of time he
made known the proposals toa number of
people. who very readily fdl in with iv;"” thgt
he had done some clearing for them, but it's

then he smiles at the grist-mill proposition

and suggests that that wll be in season if buile
as early as the grain gows, which cannot Le
for some vears after te land is cleared, bus
that a saw-mill, if buitat once, would mate-
rially aid the future setlement, by supplying
the means of building, &:. He adds—""there
is no difficulty in getting as good a rode from
my house to lot No. '6 in Killington as there
is from my house to Durham,” and the result
is that Ezra Stiles, the then Clerk and future
President, with his yartners, have to wait un-
til the war is over for the dividends, on the
costs of the charter surveying,mestings, books,
&e., already about §200. _

One of the most aoticeable features in the
landscape at this time was the © Military
Road ? from * No.4,” in New Hawmpshire, to
Ticonderoga andCrown Point wriginally opened
in 1795, by Maj. Gen. Jeflrey Amherst.—

Toward the close of the French war _'Iln::
Fastern portion was re-worked. In 1773
and 1774 this road, leaving Hastings
tavern, at No. 4, 108 miles from Bos-

ton, passed Walker's tavern at Charlestown,
11 miles, thence three miles to Nott's I“_l'!'l‘_'f'.
n -“"\[_:1‘1!};{1-'1'.1.. thence 5 miles to Slevens 1;*.‘-
vern, in Springfield, 2 miles to Spaf-
ford’s tavern. in Weathersfield, thence 6 miles
(lavendish, thence 5 miles
thence 20

thenee

to Pain’s tavern, in

to Coffin’s txvern, inl ';!'u'11'!l~].j.
mles to Charlos Buatton's tavern, on r!.l’:"‘->1l'.]'|
side of Mill River, in Clarendon, thence 6

Tames Mead’™s tavern, at Centre
thence 6 miles
to Water's tavern.in Pittsford, thence through
“Brown’s Camp,” Neshobe- 20 miles to
Moor’s tavern, Shoreham. thence 5 miles
to Towner’s tavers, Bradford, thence 2
miles to Lewis’ tavern, over the lake to Crown
Point.

In 1776 the road was mmproved, a bridge
built over Otter Creek at Centre Rutland, and
a new roat cut, running trom Mount Indepen-

miles to Col

m
i1

in

dence direct through Hubbardton to Centre
Rutland, and thence South-l =~“'!"_‘~ acrosa tha
[zaae Matthewson farm, and the North-Las
corner of ‘.‘I.‘_"I"..']U"! (4] .“'AEIJ:‘IH_

Let us turn our attention to the military op-
erations within the Count

Bursovne having. as he came along the

Lake, sent a force of
Indians up Otter Cree
ough, St. Cla r on the 27th of June. sen

abont 500 soldiers and
f“;:k',l--_-u. _...'.“!‘

ls ("0l

k to '-'.l.‘_"i

Soth Warner from T1 to warn the inhabitants,
gather the volunteers, attack this foree and
return as speedily as practicable. Oun the 2d

of July, Warner being al Hubbardton, with
Cols. Robingon and Williams, leaves them
there, goes to Rutland, where he writes a letter
to the Convention at Windsor for help, joins
Col. Bellows and starts again for Hubbardton,
and three days afler, enters Ti with nearly
800 militia.

On the 6th of July, 1777, a hot, sultry Sah-
bath f']rl_\', the noted '-':111'_. “herwood, at the
head of a party of tories and Indians, entered
Hubbardton and captured Benjamin and Uri-
ah Hickock and their families, and vyo young
men named Keeler and ‘

About a mile east of Castleton village,*from
the road leading east to Rutland, another road
extends northerly past the present
meeting house in Hubbardton —at the north
west corner of the junction of these two roads,

ellogg

Baptist

was then located the house of George Foot;
at the northeast corner a school house; two
miles North lived Capt. John Hall, who had

the January before represented Castleton in
the Convention that declared the State inde
pendent, and two miles further north was an
untenanted house owned by Hickoek.

On this morning, this Hickock house was
occupied by sixteen militia men, irclnding
Captains Williams and Wells from Windham
county, on their way to Ti. . They came down
early to Mr. Hall’s for provisions. Mr. Hall
sent his son on horseback, with a .etter w Jas.
Mead, at Center Rutland, vrging that all east-
ern troops there might hurry on and unite with
these men, 50 .as to be strong enough to co
safely to Ti. Sometime after this, M-. Hall,
having gone down to attend religious services
in Foot's house, his son Alpheus, lying on the
roof of their newly erected barn reading and
hasting in the sun, hears firnng, and a man
runs up crying, “‘I'he eoemy is cominz,” and
soon he sees the militia men retreating and fir-
ing—he runs to the barn. takes out $wo hors-
es, p aces his mother and the younger children
on them, and goes rapidly to Foot’s house.—
Elias having gone down the southeasterly road
to the John Fike place, is alout to leave there
when one of Capt. Will oms’ sons runs up,
with the news of the attack, sayving his brother
was killed or capturei—he promises to take
Capt. ali’s leiter to Mr lear.l, and Klas
runs his horse to Foot’s house. The militia
being partly scattered and partly retirng to
Foot’s house, firing was said to bave heen
kept up for some time; but the enemy—esti-
mated between one and two bunared in pum-
ber—firing from behind the wees, and the mil-
itia and others firng from Foot’s house and
the school house, not much mor.ality ensued.
The women and children having been placed
down in the cellar, a tory by the name of Grif-
fin, tries to save his precious lif: by seeking
the same rity. ut soon a hand-to-hand
encounter takes place. Elias Hall is struck
and with his brother Alpheus, taken prison-
er. Capt. Hall is shot in the leg and bleeding
profusely, as he lies on the floor, calls for wa-
ter, his wife is carrying 1t to him, when a tory,
by the mame of Joues, kicks the dish out of
her hand. Capt. Williams is shotin the groin,
but still continues the conflict, and, having
dealt a heavy blow to a lieutenant, 18 Igayone;-
ted through the body and expires in & few mo-

ments. Foot, having surrendered, is struck
on the head by a tox;_:’li with a muﬁatil the lock
just grazi i —the rest of the part
ot G s Ca .J'ohnHaf‘{

are captured or dispersed.
died 3(F Aug., 177 . Capt. illiams’ body,
wrapt in a blanket, without a coffin, was rudely

But Lieut. Elias Hall told me thatone Brlton, | glers, moves the main army on soutbward.—
Robert McKinley, was shot through the body ﬁomnnutllnd dnpu'nllw'l(ift::;
but that his ( ll’l)ml.her,nmmin&“ emy that had been collecting cattle o
for evil, took such care of him he | country and takes 26 of them pr - g
recovered. Lieutenant Elias Hall slso | arrives about eight o'clock directly ol

said that when they were first | Castleton village, where he encamps, lodging

attacked at Feot’s, they: supposed they were
about equal in number to the enemy, that is,
about % on each side, but had chey known
the actual superiority of the enemy, they sho’d
not have fought. The same day the honses in
Castleton Village are visited and paraallly !
pillaged by Indians and Tories, and many of
the peopl: commence their flight southward.
The fring extends and is h-ard so far east-
ward that the people, assembled in the after-
noon in the meeting house at Center Rutland,
to bear Rev. Mr. Roots preach, are alarmed
and disperse for their homes—the country for
some days prior having been filled with the
wilaest reports of disaster and capture at Ti-
conderoga. ‘T'his party of the enemy witn
their prisoners, retire northward to (Ybadiah
Smith’s place and thers ciptured three more
prizoners, from whom thev learn of the ap-
proach of St. Clar, and then change their
route, striking off east of Pittsford mountain.
This party is stated in Thomp=on’s History
and by St. Elias Hall, to have been comman-
ded by « apt. Fraser, who certainly was, a
few days before, un the west side of the lake,
leading the attack on the American lines.

Let us direct our attention to tnat American
army who=e banners are now borne backward
from the field of strife, ultimately to swell the
numbers and bravery of those conquering he-
roes, whose mustering squadrons shall soon in
triweph tramp upon the British flag at Ben-
nington and Saratoga.

On Saturday, the 5th of July, Maj. Gen.
St. Clair, almost surrounded by the army ot
Burgoyne, with advice of his three Brigadiers,
Enoch Poor. John Patterson and De Roche
Fermey,and of Col. Commandant Pierse Long,
decides to evacuate Fort Ti and Mt. 1ndepen-
dence, that night at two o'clock. To occupy
the attention of the enemy, the cannon at the
Jersey redoubt are fired every half hour,
while to prevent the preparations for departure
from being seen by the enemy, every light and
fire throughout the entire army is extinguished
—the santinels utter no challenges—the narth
east wind rises at evening, and increases in fu-
ry to a perfect gale, preventing all sounds in
tne American camp from being heard by the
beleaguring hosts, but also rendering the boats
s0 unmanageable that at three o’clock a part
of the army was still struggling across the
bridge from Ti to Mt. Independence, when the
Brigadier Gen. De Roche Fermoy, having
been asleep a part of the time, and negligent |
the residue of the time. while he should bave
been superintending the embarkation of his
troops, perpetrates the crowning act of Fis
blunders, by setting fira to his own house, on
the northerly side of Mt. Independence, thus
revealing, by this untoward illumination a con-
fused retreat of more than 3,000 men, amid |
storm and darkness. The hurry to escape
seemed to bafle all order: unul St. Clair rode
from the rear to the front of the long extend-
ing line of march, obliged them to halt and
form a line in rank and file adapted to the nar-
row road they . ere tw follow; however, his

himself in the house of George
(another specimen of the fatigue of the
1ers and o thowantofobediet;oolo lh'ﬂﬂ':
of their commanding general) two "im

under Col. Bellcwsjj! own and Col. Hal-
cott’s regiment, encamp for the night thiee or
four miles north of St. Clair. {

Capt. Wolcott testified at the court martial
of St. Clair, that he was in tront when the
main army arrived at Hubbardwn. He lay
down and fell asleep. When be awoke, he
found the party were nearly all guve.
asks Capt. Smith where they were gone w?
Smith replied to Castleton. Wolcott asks
Smith if they were to march? Smith au
swers, that it was Gen. St. Claur's orders, de
livered vy Gen. Patterson, that they were 10
march to Castletou. After this ¢ nversation
Capt. Wooleott goss into a house, where be
finds Cols, Warner, Francis and Hale. Wol-
cowt enyuires of Waruer whether he had de-
termined to march any furtner? Waruer re-
plies, be did not, that night; although ther-
were orders to warch to Casdeton, he did not
11teud to go on any further, becunse the men
were much fatigued. St Clair sends up or-
ders two or three times in the evening, and
onve toward morning, for Warner to Lring up
the rear, as he had been instructed to do, but
all his orvers, to that effect, were in vain.

We have thus briefly considered the circum-
stances which placed the rear of ike army of
the prudent and anx ous St. Clair in such a
per:lous condition, a danger caused by rank
disobedience to his orders ; and while we sym-
pathise with Wainer’s tenderness for his sol-
diers, we cannot aveid doubting whether his
Emvious habits in the New Hampshire Grants

ad not implanted a deeper regard for per-
sonal bravery than for strict mlitary obedi-
ence, while the fearful results of his mistaken
mercy signally exemplily i s tolly.

Let us turn our attention to his pursuers.

The evacuation of Ticonderoga and Mt. To-
dependence promised to be a perfect success,
a really brilliant achievement, until the ill-
timed boufire of the F.ench Brigadier General
marred its beauty and destroyed its success.

The indefatigable Rritish General Fraser.,as
scon as the Forts were fairly taken possession
of, without waiting for orders from Burgoyne,
takes 850 of his best troops, and, followed by
Baron Revisel with three battallions of the
more sloggish Germans, commences the pur-
suit of the Amer.can army, while Buigoyne
garriscns the Forts, and eagerly follows Col.
Long and his party. But notwithstanding the
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Proctorsville Friday enening, March 6.

HUGH H. HENRY, President.

D. R. Srtory,
M. C. Hyope, : Secretaries.

The following are the resolutions referred to
above, adopted by the 16th Vermont Repi.
ment : e

WraEREas, We have learned with deep mor-
tification, that reports emanating, no doubt
from the hearts of traitors or cowards, have
gone forth,which represent the Vermont t
now in the field as cloaded in despondency
and wanting in that patrotism which aﬂualéd’
their first steps in the great work still before
them : now, therefcre, that our friends may
be reassured, and traiturs everywhere be in-
formed just where we siand, the undersigned,
officers of the Sixteenth Regiment Vermont
Volunteers,

Salen, 1t was voled that

08 furn:shed
48 the alter and reso-
' “diment. avd thag o.
the Vermunt llegiweuts 1n

promptuess of the pursuit, the hbealth, disci-
pline and spirit of his troops, Fraser found

could not overtake the American=, doringt at
whole day. although he picked up several

that the rear guard was composed of picked
men, under Col. Francis whom the Amen-
cans regarded as one of their best officers, and
also that the rear was detached sowe miles
distant from the main army; but afier travel-

orders were soon disobeyed, the milita wo'd
not siay baled, but puzhed on and drew after |
them wany of the Continental troops; while

picked men, brought off the rear in admiral e |
order. Gen. Yoor's brigade, constituted the
van of the retreating army, next marched the

forming the rear. As the boats push off, un-
der Col. Long, for Skeenesborough, with tha
baggage, the sick and convalescent, the ordi-
nance, hospita! and other stores, and a quanti-
ty of provisions, Col. Baldwin says he rode
away with Capt. Buckland, seeing none of our
people except St. Clair’s wagoner with s
horses, until they came to thedast house, where
they found four soldiers partially drunk, and
these they made run, untl they came up wita
soms other soldiers too heaviiy loaded, who tad
stopped to throw down a part; they endeavor-
ed to bring all up with them until they over-
took the rear guard, some two miles from the
Mount.

Expecting to come into possession of their
provisions the next day at Skenesborough, the
troops took but httle bread with them, al-
though they took tlour and wperk enough for
the march o the North River.

tien, Poor marching in front, frequently
strepnous exeriions, before Ilu"\' had ll'a\‘vlle:l
many tiles, marshals his men  nearly all to-
gether ; ana the residue of the long and ardu-
Ous tramp 1s ]wl'Ii-r'i'nr"f! in good order, except
that the two Mussachusetts regiments, Colenel
Leopard’s regiment—under command of Lt.
Col. Jonathan Hale—and Col. *Well's regi-
ment—nnder command of Lt. Col. Ezra May,
exhibit the greatest discontent and disorder.

Ordmarily fGifteen miles is a good days’
march for fresh, well-anlled infantry. over a
level country, with smooth. hard roads ; bat
St. Clair, with an army tired and jaded with
want of sleep and  the toilsome labors of the
preceding night, dispirited by turning their
backs to the foe, many sull suffering and weak
from the effects of thé weasles, proposes to
urge on his troops 1o Castleton, a distance of
pearly thirty miles, over a hilly, densely
wooded country, in a narrow, new road, whose
moist,muddy forest svil would soon poach with
the tramp of such a mualtitude, and proposes to
make no balt even, until the army reaches
“Lacey’s Camp,” a distance ol about twenty
miles ; which place was the first cleared land
they lound after leaving Mount Indepen-
dence.

sen. Poor, when within about a mile of
“Lacey’s Camp,” meets one of the inhabr ante,
who informs him that there is a large force of
British and Indiaus at  Hubbardton, where-
upon h: concludes not to halt at “Lacey’s
Camp,’’ but to push on to Hubburdton, in
hoves of defeating or capturing this body of
the e.emy ; and moving on accordingly, about
one o'clock he arrives at “Mr. Burnbam’s
house,’’ located i the immediate vicinity of
the spot now occupied by the Baptist Church
in Hubbardton, where he learns that the ene-
my had been there, but bad just left for Cas-
tleton. Here Gen. P or marks out the ground
tor each brigade, and posts each officer, so
that he might tall into his place as his brig-
ade and regiment come up.

The weather was so sultry, the march had
been so toilsome, that St Clair foand many of
the weak and sickly, the old, the infirm, and
the juvenile were ing Lehind, scattered
for two or three miles in the woods, and there-
fore halted his main army where they were,
until about five o’clock ; meanwhile sending
often to the rear with orders for Col. Francis
to hurry on and joit him. Col.Francis,bo
er, did not arrive at “Lacey’s Camp” until
about three o’clock, and stopping ac-
cording to the original plan and orders, he
halts about two hours and then sends forward
Major Dearborn &w Major
and Secretary of War) to

buried at the root of a tree, and forty-four | Lis a . Bt. Clair, relieving Col. Fran-
ears after his remains even to the minutest | cis from the command of the rear orders, Col.
ones, were dug up, and re-buried in thevillage | Warner with his own regiment, and Col. Na-
grave-yard with appropriate ceremonies. than Hale’s to remain at H . bb
In the first encounter, one of Capt. Wil- | er his retreat until Co'. Francis came
liams® sons was shot in the heel, he in- | to take commnand of their 1 -
to the woods, and, almost starved, arrived in | bined, and move on
> | Rutland. Capt- W illiams had been in Ti, n | within a mile and a
| the French war, and was eager to be there | from Castleten village
again. Gen, Wilkinson, who arrived thateve- | camp for the night,

f

I F'f
)

Col. Ebenezer Francis, with his guard of 450 | «

militia, between whom and Fermoy’s brigade |
came Gen, Patterson’s brigade, Col. Francis ;

falls back to the rear of his lll‘igétdt!,- and, by | 3
| to order by Hon. H. H. Heary. Onmotionof | of Gen. Fo-ter’s command, by tien. Hunter,

ling, according to their own report, very ex

|

Resolve, That we have ever regarded the

and 1 pr seot rebellion as hell born, and that. diffi-
the d fliculties of the march so great, that he | cult as the task may seem, it becomes the im-

perative duty of every true man to devote his
eutire energies, and hi: life, if need be, to se-

stragglrs from their army, who informed him : cure its everlasting death.

Resolved, That we regard all northern men
as donbse traitors who cry “peace” upon any
terms other than an unqualified submission of
the rebellious Stales.

| Resvlved, That reverses, though 1o be re-
| gretted, should not discourage, but strengthen

peditiously from four o'clock until one he halts | the determination of all loyal men to con.

his army about four m.les nosth-westerly of
Lacey’s Camp,” and there waits until Baron
Reidsel comes up.
arrange an attack on the American rear in the

| morning, and towards night Fraser goes for-
ward about three miles, and, selecting an ad- |

vantageous situation, his men sleep that night
on their arms,

Thus briefly have been presented some of
the noticeable peculiarities and features of
RutlandCounty at tue time of whicl we treat,
with its invasion Perhaps at some future
time there may be presented to tnesici ty,
such gleanings as have been gathered con-
cerniug the next day’s battle—an event which
hitherto has received less attention from the
historian, than the chroniclers of our day be-
stow upon the details of a Lilliputian ‘wed-
ding, the geoealogy of a spavined horse, or
tne all. un-utterable glories of a “ Cornwall
finished ™ sheep.

Patriotic Meering in Chester.
Pursuant to a call signed by citizens of sev-
eral towns, a large audience assembled on Fri-

day, the 2Tth inst.,, at the Congregational

{ Church in Chester. The meeting was called

effected by the choice of the following offi-
cers © \s
President.
Hon. H. H. Henry, of Chester.
Vice Presidents.
Crosby Miller, of Pomfret.
Solomon Howard, of Andover.
Ryland Fletcher, of Cavenuish.
Hyland Haven, of Ludlow.
Spencer H. Leonard, of Chester,
Samuel Taylor, « f Springfield.
William Stearns, of Rockingham,
Franas Daniels, of Grafion.

Secretar. es.

Dr. D. K. Story, of Cavendish,
M. C. Hyde, of Ludlow.

porter.

Priyer was offered by Rev. C. G. Gyrr, of
Chester. !

‘Tne Chairman intro luced the business of
the meeting in an able o e, 2 spoceh  and
read ietters from the army and & seres of pes-
oltions la.ely passed hy the Oth Regiment,
which will be found sunjoined.

yn motion of B. C. Haven, of Ludlow, the
following gentlemen were appointed 3 com-
mittee to draft resolutions :

Hon. I. T. Barrett, Ryland Flelrhv.r' Fran-
eis laniels, Rev. W. S. Bach, and 8. H.
Leonard.

While the committee was occupied, Gov.
Fletcher was called out, and responded in his
usual happy manner.

Rev. Mr. Balch was next
addressed the meeting at leg
in a furcible and stirring 1
of the past, with the e
claims of the nt.

Dr. Edson and Major Hall, o/ the 1
mont (hvalry;rw;t.iﬁed m&c;ghmm"y 1o
the falsehood of the re T
ions in arms were beooﬁiﬁgdiw
devoted to their country’s cause

Hpokml' rlzgm and Daniels of Grafton, al-
80 spoke briefly, but pertinentl:

Prot. Kimbnyll, of Saxton’s River, Was pres-
ent, and by his patriotic songs gave 38 inter-

following, which were unanimous!y
WHEREAS, a voice has reached
tented field of the noble ]6ih

Vermont Volunteers, now facing

Together they plan ana |

Dr. Barret, of Chester, an organization was |

M. Burbank, of Ludlow, was appointed Re- |

quer.
| Resolved, That, as & regiment, we have ever
entertained the utmost confidence in the ulti-
| mate success of the Union Army. :
| Resolved, That we hail with delight the ef-
forts of the administration and Congress to
maintain in the field an efficient army.

The foregoing preamble and resolutions,
signed by all the officers present, were read at
dress parade this evening, and unanimously
| adopted by the regimeat with great entbusi-
asm.

W. G. Veazey,
Col. Com’d’g the Reg’t.
Headquarters Sixteenth Regiment Vermont

Volun‘eers, Camp at Fairfax Station, Va.,

Feb. 23d, 1863.

Maitters in the Department of the Sounth,
Advices from Port Royal to the 25th ult,
say:

"We have been waiting since the Ist inst. for
the iron-clads to arrive and assist us. Adje-
tant General Townsend arrived here on the
| 22d inst., with power, it is said o a:i_;u"h'.'ale
| all the differences existing between Lien. Fos-
| ter's and Gen. Hunter’s forees.  ‘I'he arrest of
| GGen. Stevenson and chief quartermaster Slaight

| grew out of a misunderstanding of the facts.
| They are both to be honorably released. I'he
' forces from North Carolina are not 1o be taken
out of that Department permanently, but are
to remain under the commaad of Gen. Hunter.
Gen. Foster has returned to Newbern make
arrangements for ano her expedition.

The grand review by Gen. Hunter, of the
fram North Carclina Lok Pl.u"-
ou the 24th. Our iron-ciad navy 1] souts
have entire control of Charleston harbor. The
health and spirits of the troups are good aod
evervthing indicales sucUess.

A Hilton Head letter says thera (s reason 1w
believe that active opesations in 16 deprrt-
partment of the south will not he much iu!_u;,’ r
delaved. I'he rebels have tiree liges of furti-
ficannons on -James [sland, de en fed by 12?
and 22 000 men on hat and Morris [s-
Isnd. with three thousand on Sullivan’s !shand:
' i-.ti[ 1= pot at & | aunl hat the autack W!”.h
| ing from some olher quarisr.these defenves “ill
prm-n:s\'urt!,i--ns. {he reports relative 10 mat-
tar in Charleston are somewhat coutradiclory,
general evidence 15 that the pevpe
ihey vave
every-

ent 1 re r()l'r'_’#'

gUns,

celv

| but the J
have nearly all Jeft the plac-.
furmiture and

have carred away
thing of vaue, and mtend to  urn
o

rather than have it iaken by ihe
The rebels are perplexed by
the operations of Admral Dupoot and ten.
Hunter. Troops are advancingin the direc-
tion of Savapnah; a portion of uen. Foswr's
forces have been thrown southward ; heavy
cannon are loading at the pier on schooners
and tugs, which are to be p!u.wd In position by
troops already sent out. Whea the ficet moves
from Port Koyal it will be in a vonditivu to saul

ﬂ y —'\-\.-'-'-f':"_—.A-__-_

the city
(Tnion forees.

ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF GENERAL
Banks.—The New Orleans correspondent of




